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In the life of every newsletter there comes 
a time when reported events have to undergo 
a revision. The September Visionary article 
about the father-son duo of Mike and Tim 
Roberts must be amended. It turns out that 

Mike and Tim were not the first such duo to receive corneal 
transplants on the same day for the same condition performed by  
Dr. Price.  

Another patient, James Rausch, called it to our attention that Dr. 
Price had performed corneal transplants on him and his son Keith 
on the same day for the same condition in the late spring of 1994 
at St. Vincent’s Hospital (the surgery center did not yet exist). We 
stand corrected and we apologize to both duos that we didn’t quite 
have our history straight.  

An Extended Family Affair
The Rausch corneal transplant surgeries were the result of a 

granular form of corneal dystrophy and it clearly runs in their family. 
In addition to his son, James Rausch’s mother, two sisters, two of 
his aunts, several cousins and even a few nieces and nephew all 
suffer from the same condition. Many have had corneal transplants 
performed by Dr. Price over the years.  

The condition is subtle and gradually decreases sight. In James’ 
case, for example, it was not until he had the first cornea transplant, 
in his right eye, in 1991 that he realized how the clarity of his sight 
had gradually been diminished. He recalls having the surgery on 

New Years’ Day at Community North Hospital; when Dr. Price 
placed the transplant into his eye he could actually see Dr. Price’s 
face and form clearly. Not having known what to expect from the 
surgery, he remembers feeling stunned by how vivid all the colors 
were that surrounded him when he returned home. 

A “Bionic” Man
James Rausch is a bit like the fictional astronaut in the ‘70’s TV 

series entitled “The Bionic Man” whose right arm, both legs and left 
eye were replaced by “bionic” implants that enhanced his strength, 
speed and vision. In his case, James has had corneal transplants in 
both eyes ( his right eye was redone in 2001), a kidney transplant, 
double knee replacements and both shoulders rebuilt. Unlike the 
Bionic Man, James does not run 60 miles per hour…at least not 
yet…but he has inspired many others with his undaunting positive 
outlook and perseverance. 

Tips for Those Considering a Corneal Transplant
James has wise words for anyone whose sight could be restored 

with a corneal transplant:
1. Do not be afraid of the surgery – it is painless and the procedure 

has advanced greatly in the past decades.
2. Be realistic about the recuperation process – while your sight 

may improve soon after surgery, it may still take months for your 
vision to fully “settle down” as gradual improvements occur.

3. Expect the best - he has had no problems of any kind with the 
grafts he has received and his vision is 20/20, as is his son’s.  

Our First Revision Updates Father-son Transplant Reported Earlier
James Rausch and son Keith had same day surgery in 1994

When a drug or device is used “off 
label” it means it is being used to treat 
conditions that are not included in the 
uses specifically approved by the FDA. 
Over the years, doctors have found uses for 
many drugs and devices that are beneficial 
for patients, but were not among the 
conditions originally intended for use. 
Thus, using drugs “off label” has become 
a common practice. For instance, aspirin 
is commonly used to treat headaches, 
fevers, and to prevent heart attacks, but 
none of these uses are approved by the 
FDA. Likewise, in ophthalmology we 
commonly use eye drops to prevent 
corneal transplant rejection, although 
no drugs are approved for that use in the 
United States! That doesn’t mean that the 

drugs have been unable to pass a test for 
that use, it just means that no one has 
funded a study to have them approved. 
Why not? It can cost millions of dollars to 
complete, and seems to be growing more 
complex each year. In ophthalmology 
many medications are not prescribed in 
sufficient volume to cover the cost of the 
approval process for each different eye 
condition.  

Currently there seems to be some 
movement in health care reform towards 
not allowing the “off label” use of drugs 
and devices in a misguided attempt to 
eliminate risk to patients. However it 
is impossible to totally eliminate risk, 
and those who push legislation in that 

direction have inadvertently increased 
the cost of health care - that is why drugs 
are so much more expensive here than 
anywhere else I know of in the world. 

Patients always have the option to either 
permit the “off label” use of drugs or 
devices by their prescribing physician, or 
not. It is advisable to ask your doctor to 
discuss the advantages and disadvantages. 
For the most part, the “off label” use of 
drugs and devices allows an efficient and 
cost effective way to deliver quality health 
care. We could pay $20 for an aspirin 
tablet, in order to have all the various 
brands approved through FDA studies, 
but would it be worth it?

Ask Your Doctor
By Dr. Francis Price, Jr.

In December, Elaine 

Voci was interviewed 

for Kaleidoscope, the 

national newsletter on 

diversity published by the 

Association of Fundraising Professionals. 

Here are excerpts…

How many years have you been in fundraising?

I have been at the Foundation for almost four years, but, like 

many fundraisers, I have raised money in a volunteer capacity for 

many years. I learned the importance of being involved in charitable 

work from my mother. She was always raising money for causes 

she cared about and it was often a part of our family dinner table 

conversation.  

What achievements are you most proud of in  
your career?

I have to preface my response with this observation: when work 

reflects our most deeply held values it becomes more play than work. 

That has been true for me and I am grateful.

Three achievements that I am proudest of in my career:  

• I have been engaged in life-changing work from my earliest 

days as a counselor to my present role in the Foundation where 

giving people back the use of their eyes is our mission. It’s gratifying 

to see the tangible results of these efforts.

•  I have been able to help the Cornea Research Foundation 

evolve and so many more people now know about the Foundation’s 

work than did four years ago.  It keeps me engaged and energized.  

• The third is more of a blessing than an accomplishment: 

I have been able to establish so many wonderful relationships over 

the years with people from all walks of life. I lived and worked in 

Japan for four years and I’ve traveled and taught seminars in Europe, 

Canada, and in most of the states. One of the most important things 

I’ve learned is that friendship and understanding can bridge cultural 

and language barriers when hearts are open and welcoming with a 

respectful curiosity.  

What have you learned about diversity from 
traveling and living abroad?

I think all fundraisers are wise to intentionally seek out 

opportunities to spend time traveling and learning from people of 

different backgrounds, cultures and viewpoints. Such experiences 

inform our world view, increase our compassion for others and build 

empathetic understanding of the way others view the shared issues 

of our day. The more well rounded you are, the easier it is to talk to 

people and establish rapport which, in turn, can foster a mutually 

fulfilling relationship. As technology changes the way we interact 

with donors and creates opportunities to receive donations from 

people we will never meet in person, an appreciation of diversity 

will become a job requirement for fundraisers, not simply an added 

skill set.

What are the most essential qualities of a good 
fundraiser?

Sincerity, patience, a sense of humor and humility are all essential. 

I think this quote from Theodore Roosevelt sums it up well: “The 

best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth 

doing,”

Is there anything about fundraising that still 
surprises you?

Every day is a new discovery, and sometimes people do the 

unexpected. In a chat, some donors have decided on the spot to 

make a gift to our mission when I expected them to say that they 

needed to think it over. Once, a man came to one of our events and, 

without prompting, asked to become a volunteer. These experiences 

encourage me to continue my work and to be prepared for positive 

outcomes.

Our Development Director Featured 
in National Publication

Interview highlights importance of bridging cultural barriers

Q. I have been told that I will be treated using an “off label” drug. 
Is this something I need to be worried about?

A.

Have you been to a purse auction yet? 
They are the latest way that women’s love of 
handbags has been made into a fundraiser 
for charities. The Cornea Research 
Foundation is having a purse auction on 
April 22 from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM as 
part of a delightful luncheon being held at 
the historic Propylaeum Club in downtown 
Indianapolis.  

The Silent Auction holds an array of 15 
wonderful purses which women will bid on. 
Highest bids win! Each purse holds at least 
$200 worth of gifts and gift certificates to 
some of the city’s best restaurants, spas, and 
boutiques around a theme, such as “Night 
on the Town”, “Day at the Spa” and “Think 
Pink!”

Cost per person is $25 and includes a 
gourmet lunch with fabulous desserts, the 
Silent Auction and fun door prizes. Shake 
off the winter blues and join us! To reserve 
your place, please call Elaine Voci at (317) 
814- 2993 by April 15th. Space is limited, 
so call today!

Women’s Luncheon and Purse Auction April 22, 2009
What woman doesn’t love a purse?
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Born in Sao Luis, a city in the state of Maranhao 
in northeastern Brazil, Dr. Lindoso grew up 
under the loving guidance of his father, a small 
business owner, and his mom, a journalist. He 
spent the first 25 years of his life in this city of one 
million people known for its colonial Portuguese 
architecture, and graduated from college at the 
state university.   

Like many of us, Dr. Lindoso’s values were 
shaped by his parents. His father had little 
formal education because he had to go to work 
when he was twelve years old in order to support 
a large family of siblings. He wanted more for 
his only son and daughter, and encouraged 
them both to get a good education and work in 
fields that would offer security. Because many of  
Dr. Lindoso’s uncles had chosen legal advocacy 
as their career, he was encouraged to follow suit.  
After undergraduate school, Dr. Lindoso was 
admitted to study legal advocacy but after two 
years, he found it boring and began considering 
the field of medicine, instead. 

It was difficult to tell his father that he wanted 
to change fields, but his mother’s comforting 
words made it easier; she told him to “do 
what you want for yourself, not for us. You 
should be happy in your work.” Dr. Lindoso 
followed this wise advice and, after some initial 
disappointment, his father became supportive 

Dr. Elissandro Lindoso 
Follows His Heart to 
Indianapolis

Marlena’s Minestrone Soup

Place the beef, onion, bouillon cube, seasonings, water and tomatoes into crock pot and cook on low for 8 hours. Add 
chopped vegetables, beans and macaroni and cook on medium high for another 45 minutes. Serve piping hot with crusty bread 
and a sprinkle of Italian Parmesan Cheese for added flavor.

Pat Chastain’s recipe is one of over 100 recipes featured in the $10 cookbook. To order your copies today, call Elaine Voci  
at (317) 814-2993. 

The Foundation’s 12th Golf Classic being held at Wood Wind Golf Course 

in Westfield, IN. promises to be another great event for golf enthusiasts. The 

schedule starts with11:30 registration followed by box lunches and a shotgun 

start at 1:00 PM. With beverage carts crisscrossing the links all afternoon, 

golfers will play 18 holes feeling refreshed. An evening banquet and fabulous 

Silent Auction will complete the day. Individual fees are $175; foursomes are 

$700. For more information, contact Elaine Voci at (317) 814-2993, and 

come play golf for a higher purpose!

How We’re Having  
an Impact with  
Your Support
By Marianne Price, Ph.D.

Do You Love to Play Golf and Want to Help the Foundation?

of his choice. Soon after, one of his cousins, in 
medical training at the federal university, invited 
Dr. Lindoso to visit an educational program in 
which surgery would be performed. He attended 
and it affirmed that medicine was the career he 
wanted. While continuing his studies of legal 
advocacy, he prepared for the entrance exam 
into medical school and was pleased when he 
was admitted.

He selected cardiology as his specialty but then 
an experience changed his thinking: he watched 
cataract surgery and later discussed it with 
the surgeon. He learned about new resources, 
surgical techniques and other exciting advances 
and became convinced that he would be happier 
being an ophthalmologist. He has been working 
in the field ever since.

Studying with Dr. Price and Marianne Price, 
Ph.D, his goals are two-fold: learning the DSEK 
surgical procedure and learning how to conduct 
and publish a clinical research study. He will be 
in our clinic until the end of 2009 and he finds 
Indianapolis a “good city, a nice place.” He and 
his wife, Vanessa, have successfully adjusted to 
life in the United States with two exceptions:  
they miss beans and rice, one of their nation’s 
main dishes, and they have learned to eat their 
heaviest meal at night, rather than at lunchtime 
as is the custom in Brazil. Welcome, Dr. and Mrs. 
Lindoso, to the United States and to our city!

Ahh...Perfect for Chilly Evenings

Brazilian Physician Plans a Year of Study with the Foundation

From the Foundation’s 20th  
Anniversary Cookbook

 
1 pound beef cut into small chunks  
1 large can tomatoes crushed  
1 medium onion, chopped   
1-1/2 tsp salt and ½ tsp black pepper  
1 medium sliced zucchini   
1- 16 oz can Garbanzo beans, drained  

6 cups of water
1 beef bouillon cube
2 tbsp chopped dried parsley
1-1/3 tsp thyme
2 cups finely chopped cabbage
1 cup uncooked shell macaroni

June 11, 2009 annual outing at Wood Wind Golf Course is your chance

We felt like proud new parents in late 

December when we received a copy of 

our new book entitled “DSEK: What 

you need to know about endothelial 

keratoplasty”. Just like when you hold 

a beautiful new baby in your hands for 

the first time, the hard work faded away 

when we opened the book for the first 

time. 

We wanted to make this book different 

from most medical books that are targeted 

only to doctors, because we wanted to 

explain this exciting new procedure in a 

way that our patients and their families 

could appreciate as well. Near the 

beginning, we include interviews with 

3 patients who describe their transplant 

experience first-hand, what it was like, 

and how it has impacted their lives.  

This is the first-ever text on this 

innovative sutureless cornea transplant 

surgery that offers quicker recuperation 

and a stronger postoperative eye for 

our patients. We’ve included step-by-

step instructions plus a DVD 

with videos demonstrating 

various aspects of the surgical 

procedure. We also collected 

a wide array of insights and 

tips from over 500 doctors 

around the world who 

learned this technique at 

2-day courses we offer in 

Indianapolis.

All royalty proceeds 

from the sale of the text 

will benefit the Cornea 

Research Foundation 

of America’s study of 

the groundbreaking 

technique to help us 

make further advances. 

The text and accompanying DVD with 

20 videos demonstrating various aspects 

of the surgical procedure costs $115 and 

is available through Slack Publications.

www.slackbooks.com/mprice


